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CHURCH SERVICES
The usual times for Services are:

10.00 am
Family Service


11.15 am
Parish Worship
Normally, the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is conducted on the first Sunday of the month, the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month.
MINISTER’S LETTER

The Saviour died, but rose again

Triumphant from the grave;

And pleads our cause at God’s right hand,

Omnipotent to save.

Every ten years the Southern German village of Oberammergau hosts a famous Passion Play.  The very first one was held back in 1634, a year after the village had been gripped by war, poverty and plague and its beleaguered inhabitants had made a solemn vow to turn the suffering of Jesus not just into a theatrical drama but into a regular reminder of his triumph over death and a regular source of inspiration and hope even in the midst of their own struggles.  This year they’re doing it again.  Although people will come from all over the world to watch, only long-term residents of the village can take part in strict fulfilment of the promises made by their suffering ancestors so long ago. 

Let troubles rise, and terrors frown,

And days of darkness fall;

through him all dangers we’ll defy,

and more than conquer all.

Every year our celebration of Easter offers us a similar reminder of our supreme source of inspiration and hope, even in the midst of our own struggles.  For by overcoming the powers of sin and death once and for all, Jesus opened up a new way of living and believing to all who put their trust in him, here in our own day and age as well as for those who went before us, and for those who will come long after us. 

Each future period that will bless,

As it has blessed the past;

He loved us from the first of time,

He loves us to the last.

Happy Easter!

CANONGATE FLOWER GROUP The initial meeting of the flower group was a most successful and congenial occasion. Twelve interested ladies attended what proved to be a most informative demonstration by Ruth Kynock.  Ruth is a competent florist, with a great deal of experience.  She worked on three different arrangements, covering a lot of very practical information.  Our new flower team will be working in pairs, to give each other mutual support; with Anne Croft or me giving assistance.  We are most grateful for the support of those members of the Congregation willing to 'have a go’ and helping to launch the project. Our first group occasion, incorporating new team members, is Easter Sunday.
 Helen Aitken
LOOSE CHANGE CANS  A reminder that empty collecting cans are available in the vestibule to take home and fill with loose change for the church.  Every little helps!

.

PARISH REGISTER
Baptisms
14th March

Isabella Rose Davidson
Then he took the children in his arms…and blessed them. (St Mark 10: 16)

Funerals 
17th March

Meta Hunter
Braid Hills Nursing Home
18th March

John McInnes
Elsie Inglis Nursing Home

19th March

General Jock Maitland-Makgill-Crichton (Memorial Service)

22nd March
Rita Ghione
Croft-an-Righ
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. (St John 14:27)
PIPE BANNERS  At its last meeting the Kirk Session enthusiastically agreed to a request from the Royal Regiment of Scotland that we would consider  marking our connection as Regimental Kirk by donating a pipe banner to be carried by a Regimental piper.  On one side will be embroidered the crest of the Royal Regiment and on the other our own Canongate crest and motto.  There is every possibility that our pipe banner would be carried on duty in Helmand Province, reminding soldiers not just of our connection but of our prayerful support Sunday by Sunday.  Ideally  we would commission a second banner to be hung in the Kirk and occasionally used as a further mark of our role as Regimental Kirk.  It is estimated that each banner will cost between £300-£500.  The Kirk Session is confident that members of the congregation will want to contribute to a fund to enable the purchase of such banners.  Contributions can be sent direct to the Church Office, or handed in any Sunday at church.  A supply of specially marked envelopes will be available and can either be put in an offering bag or handed to a duty elder.
CONCERTS 
Friday 9th April, 
7.00pm - City of Cardiff Concert Band
Friday 23rd April 7.45pm - Fires of Love. 
For more details see flyer.

Leading Scottish composer, James MacMillan, was present in Canongate Kirk on Wednesday 31st March when the Edinburgh Quartet gave the première performance of his piece Etwas Zurückhaltend.
MEMBERSHIP  It is encouraging that a number of people who are not technically members of the Kirk have been regularly attending our services. We very much enjoy welcoming new people into the "Canongate Family".  Amongst other things, attendances at the Kirk and the number of members on the Congregational Roll are useful statistics when our long term future is being considered by Presbytery.  We would therefore be delighted to hear from anyone who might  wish formally to have their names placed on the Congregational Roll.
EMAIL Other than attending church, the best way we have of communicating with you all is through e-mail. For example, the Session Clerk sends out the Newsletter monthly and often advises of events affecting members of the congregation.  If you are on e-mail and do not receive these communications, we would welcome notification of your address to navad@blueyonder.co.uk - this invitation also applies to those who attend church who are not members but would like to be kept in touch with our affairs. 
STEWARDING AT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2010 Volunteers are required to act as Stewards at the General Assembly (Wednesday 19 to Wednesday 26 May inclusive). Stewards are normally on duty for “shifts” of two to three hours. 

Names and contact details should be sent to David McColl, 220 1690, Email: mccoll@palmerstonplace.plus.com  If you'd like to know more about stewarding speak to Jenifer Davidson, Fiona Grant or Rie Stevenson who have been stewards for many years.
LIFE AND WORK
Oberammergau 2010 Every 10 years, half a million people descend on the small Bavarian town of Oberammergau to witness the renowned Passion Play. ‘We’ve Hardly Begun…’  Easter Reflections by the Rev Laurence Whitley, Ron Ferguson, the Moderator and James Simpson.  Fact or Fiction  The Rev James Martin puts forward the case for the Resurrection.  Plus: Presbytery of Jerusalem, Culross Abbey, the winning entries of the SSPCK hymn and prayer competitions, all the regular columnists, news, letters, reviews and crosswords.

OTHER EVENTS
Sunday 2nd May  The Great Edinburgh Run will mean the usual disruption as the Canongate will be closed to traffic.
3 Rifles Homecoming Parade  The 3rd Battalion The Rifles Battle Group, which includes B Company 1st Battalion The Royal Regiment of Scotland, will shortly complete their tour of duty in Afghanistan.  There will  a Homecoming Parade from Castlehill to the Palace of Holyroodhouse on Saturday 8th May  starting at 10.30am. 
Christian Aid Book Sale.  The annual 
book sale takes place in St Andrew's & St George's West Church on Saturday 8th May 10am-4pm and Monday 10th to Friday 14th May 10am-3.30pm, with late opening on Thursday 13th to 7pm.  For more details and where to deliver donations please see flyers.
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