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CHURCH SERVICES
The usual times for Services are:

10.00 am
Family Service


11.15 am
Parish Worship 
EASTER SERVICES
Palm Sunday 17th April
10.00am
Family Service


11.15am
Liturgy of the Passion

Maundy Thursday 21st April
7.00pm 
Holy Communion

Good Friday 22nd April
7.00pm 
Good Friday Service

Easter Sunday 24th April
10.00am
Family Service


11.15am
Parish Worship and Holy Communion

Where possible, the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is conducted on the first Sunday of the month, the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month.
MINISTER’S LETTER

On a recent visit to London I popped in to the Imperial War Museum to check out the newly opened Ashcroft Gallery. Named after Lord Ashcroft, it features his impressive collection of Victoria Crosses and an equally impressive collection of incredible stories telling how they were won.  The medals are simply inscribed “For Valour” but behind each one lies an amazing account not only of extreme courage but of total selflessness.  Of sacrifice too in many cases.  Since then I’ve been on duty nearer home at the Palace of Holyroodhouse when HRH The Duke of Kent came up to present Elizabeth Crosses to the families of a number of Scots Guardsmen who had lost their lives in action over the last forty years or so.  It’s a much newer award, established by HM The Queen in 2009 to recognise and honour the loss felt by the immediate families of those members of the Armed Forces who have been killed in the course of their duties from Northern Ireland to the Falkland Islands, from Iraq to Afghanistan.  In the case of the earlier losses the Elizabeth Cross serves as a poignant reminder that those families have not been forgotten. 

When I survey the wondrous cross

on which the Prince of Glory died,

my richest gain I count but loss,

and pour contempt on all my pride.

The common link of course is not just that these medals bear the Queen’s name, but that they take the shape of the cross, that most poignant symbol of courage, selflessness and sacrifice.  As Easter approaches it serves to remind us also that we, who are part of the worldwide family of the Church, have not been forgotten either.  For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that everyone who has faith in him may not perish but have everlasting life. 
Happy Easter!

PARISH REGISTER

Baptisms
6th March
Aliida Pokuah Acheampong

13th March
Vaughn James Jake Cowan
Then he took the children in his arms…and blessed them. (St Mark 10: 16)

Renewal  of Wedding Vows
26th March
Robert & Catherine Gall, Dunfermline

Those whom God has joined together, let not man divide.
Funerals
1st March
Thomas Borland

Sutherland Street

1st April
Donald McLeod

Whitefoord House
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. (St John 14:27)

LECTERN GIFT

Ever since Canongate Kirk became the Regimental Kirk for the Scots Guards in Scotland there has been a desire to mark the connection in a more practical way than merely putting a plaque on the wall.  To that end a table top lectern bearing the Scots Guards crest was commissioned from the same carpenter who made our Communion Table – it will be formally presented by representatives of the Regiment later in the summer but in the meantime is already being put to good use both in the chancel and in the King David Aisle. 

GOGAR BANK HOUSE

Thirty two members and friends of the congregation accepted the GOC’s kind invitation to admire the daffodils in the grounds of his official residence out near the airport on Sunday 27th March, the first day of British Summer Time.  As well as enjoying the sunshine and the daffodils along the river bank, we visited the walled garden and the greenhouse, some completed the woodland walk and everyone enjoyed tea in the drawing room afterwards.  Over £170 was contributed to the Army Benevolent Fund and grateful thanks are extended to David and Verity Shaw for their warm welcome and generous hospitality. 

GIFT AID

The stated annual meeting of the congregation to receive the accounts was held immediately after the 11-15 service on Sunday 20th March.  Once again attention was drawn to the opportunity to contribute to our funds taking advantage of the Gift Aid Scheme, an opportunity that some are still missing.  Whether you attend regularly or not, if you are a tax payer you are strongly encouraged to get in touch with the Treasurer, Jenifer Davidson, to arrange Free Will Offering envelopes.  Although these are marked for every Sunday you don’t need to attend every Sunday to use them, and every opportunity missed is income lost. 

WORLD MISSION 2011 STAMP APPEAL  This year's World Mission stamp appeal is to raise funds for Mount Olivet Boys' Home in Jamaica.  In order to support this initiative, donations of used stamps of any sort would be appreciated.  Please bring them to church and place them in the box provided.  This will be an ongoing collection.  For more details see the poster.
CONCERTS IN APRIL
Sunday 3rd April 3pm Alban Minstrels.
An afternoon programme of baroque music performed on period instruments.
Trios and quartets by Handel and Telemann. Tickets £10/ £6

Tuesday 5th April 1pm The Band of the Royal Regiment of Scotland. Admission free - retiring offering in aid of Gardening Leave - a registered charity providing horticultural therapy for ex-Service personnel. 

Wednesday 6th April 7.30pm Eden Clarinets.  A varied concert by this clarinet quartet from Stevenson College with arrangements of works from Handel to the Beatles. Tickets £5/£3 

Saturday 16th April 7.30pm Farnham Youth Choir.  Concert in aid of the Sandpiper Trust. Tickets £15, £10 and £5 for students.
Thursday 28th April 7.15pm Senior Orchestral and Concertos Concert  - Pupils from St George’s School for Girls perform works by Mozart, Vivaldi, Saint-Saëns and others. Tickets £5/£3 

LIFE AND WORK 
An Easter Gift  The Very Rev Gilleasbuig Macmillan offers a special meditation on the meaning of the Resurrection.  The Rev James Martin considers the arguments against the Resurrection.  Martin Fair considers how to refresh the familiar story.   Easter Prayer by the Moderator and poem by Kenneth Steven.  Back in Fashion?  Thomas Baldwin considers whether this month’s royal wedding could bring Christian marriage back into fashion.  An Changing Lives  In the third of the Biblefresh series, Peter Chirnside highlights the importance of translation.  Journey’s End The Moderator bids farewell.  A Love Which Endures  The Rev Fiona Mathieson reflects on this month’s royal wedding.  Bible ‘Oddbits’ The Rev Laurence Whitley shows how misreading letters led to variations in the same New Testament story.  The Black Depths of the Human Heart  The Very Rev Dr James A Simpson reflects on the sin of envy.  Plus all the usual features, letters, reviews and crosswords – all for just £1.80.  Life and Work Needs You Please send submissions and suggestions for parish news, Growing Church, View from the Pew and The Big Picture to Life and Work, 121 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 4YN or magazine@lifeandwork.org
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ELDERS IN APRIL
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Douglas Armstrong

Fiona Grant

Jackie McFarlane

Stuart McFarlane 

Ella Wright







