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CHURCH SERVICES
The usual times for Services are:

10.00 am
Family Service


11.15 am
Parish Worship
Normally, the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is conducted on the first Sunday of the month, the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month.
MINISTER’S LETTER
It’s August!  And in Edinburgh that means only one thing – the Festival!  Friday 6th marks the beginning of both the Edinburgh Festival Fringe and the (now Royal) Edinburgh Military Tattoo, with the International Festival itself beginning just a short week later.  It all began in 1947, as the founders in those subdued post-war days put it “to provide a platform for the flowering of the human spirit”.  The Fringe is now the largest arts festival in the world, and this year will no doubt build on its recent run of record-breaking numbers of performances, productions, audiences and venues.  Canongate Kirk and the Harry Younger Hall are both official venues again this year and it’s worth looking to see what’s on in our own buildings.  Concerts in the Kirk are listed elsewhere in this newsletter with more detail provided in a special leaflet in church, and performances in the hall are listed under Venue 13 in the Fringe programme. 

All together it’s billed as “the greatest show on earth”.  But our faith teaches us to look beyond earth for our greatest inspiration, to look beyond the passing show to find the divine source of truth and beauty. 


Thou dost the strength to worker’s arm impart;

From thee the skilled musician’s mystic art,

The grace of poet’s pen or painter’s hand

To teach the loveliness of sea and land. 

“The flowering of the human spirit” in response to the nurturing of the Holy Spirit.  Thanks be to God. 

ORGAN CD

An exciting new CD of organ music composed by JS Bach and performed by David Hamilton will be launched at David’s recitals in Canongate Kirk at 12 noon on Saturdays 21st and 28th August.  Recorded entirely on our distinguished Frobenius organ earlier in the year, copies will be available for sale in the Visitors’ Centre @ £10 each with all proceeds going to our own church funds. 

REFORMATION 450
Every so often we mount a small temporary display on the middle shelf of the cabinet in the vestibule.  The latest display refers to the 450th anniversary of the Reformation in Scotland in general, and in Canongate in particular.  The story centres around three Johns – Craig, Brand and Knox - and shows that Canongate Kirk was very much at the heart of all the political and ecclesiastical machinations of those turbulent days.
PARISH REGISTER
Baptism
11th July

Jamie Edward Myers
Then he took the children in his arms…and blessed them. (St Mark 10: 16)

Wedding
10th July

Walter McCrorie and Alison Miller
17th July

Stephen Guest and Heather Watson

24th July

Douglas Gibson and Carlene Johnson

Those whom God has joined together, let not man divide
Funerals
15th July

Margaret Patterson
Hyndford's Close

22nd July

Ian Pringle


Croft-an-Righ
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. (St John 14:27)
VISITING CHOIRS  After the successful participation of the choir of Albyn School, Aberdeen during the special service marking Armed Forces Day in June, we look forward to welcoming the choir of St Marys United Church in Ontario, Canada on Sunday 15th August.  Their Minister, the Revd Pirie Mitchell will preach at the 11.15 Service.  He is a cousin of Alison Robertson.

To continue the Commonwealth theme, the same service will include the baptism of Jack & Jessie Kent's grand-daughter from New Zealand.

OPEN KIRK continues and there are still spaces on the board to be filled so that the church is open as much as possible to visitors, including Sunday afternoons.  The volunteers board is in the vestibule.  Please sign up to help when you can – even if it's just the odd day now and then.

COFFEE MORNING A Kirk Coffee Morning will take place in the Harry Younger Hall on Saturday 4th September from 10am to noon, in aid of "Houses for Heroes".  Tickets priced £2 will be available from either Anne Croft or Jenifer Davidson.  Likewise, anyone wishing to volunteer their support on the day or to donate baking, gifts and/or Tombola and raffle prizes should speak with Anne or Jenifer.
AUGUST CONCERTS
Saturday 7th 8pm– Alastair Savage Trio

Tuesday 10th 7pm– Alexander's Feast
Thursday 12th 7pm – B Minor Mass

Saturday 14th 6pm – Consort of Voices

Thursday 19th & Friday 20th 5pm – St Clement's Wind Ensemble

Saturday 21st & Saturday 28th 12noon –organ recital by David Hamilton

Saturday 21st 5pm – A Capella Allsorts

Tuesday 24th 5pm – organ recital by Nick Wearne

Friday 27th 7.30pm – The Whistlebinkies

Saturday 28th 7.30pm – Harmony Ensemble

For further details please see flyers.

OTHER EVENTS 
Thursday 19th August 2.30pm  Our assistant organist, Ed Dewhirst, will be giving an Organ Recital at St Andrew's & St George's church entitled "Toccatas from Europe – A Tour of Europe on the Organ".
Bethany Walk by the coast for Homelessness:  Saturday 11 September 10 Cockenzie- Gullane, East Lothian  Bethany’s sponsored walk this year is East Lothian’s stunning coastline following part of the John Muir Way.  Make a difference in the lives of homeless people and enjoy a stunning day out at the same time.  To receive more info call 0131 625 5417or email events@bethanyct.com or visit www.bethanychristiantrust.com/events.  Sponsor forms and information sheets can be downloaded from the website.

EMAIL Other than attending church, the best way we have of communicating with you all is through e-mail. For example, the Session Clerk sends out the Newsletter monthly and often advises of events affecting members of the congregation.  If you are on e-mail and do not receive these communications, we would welcome notification of your address to navad@blueyonder.co.uk - this invitation also applies to those who attend church who are not members but would like to be kept in touch with our affairs. 
LIFE AND WORK 

Scotland’s Reformation Trail  In the month which marks the 450th anniversary of the beginning of the Scottish Reformation, Lynne McNeil offers a path through the history of this significant time.   Wish You Were Here…Professor Jane Dawson offers a snapshot of the Scottish Reformation.   “Where God Wants Me To Be…”  Jackie Macadam meets Joel Githinji, a Church of Scotland mission partner in Nepal.   Keeping it Fresh  Jackie Macadam reports on the work of Biblefresh, which offers a new look at the Bible.  From Paradise to Pilgrim  R D Kernohan explores the influence of the King James Bible on two of the best-known Christian authors of that time, Milton and Bunyan.  The Barclay Legacy  The Very Rev Dr John McIndoe reflects on the legacy left to the church by William Barclay.   “The Father of Us All”  In the first of a new series examining the great characters of the Old Testament, the Rev Martin Allen looks at Abraham.  Plus Edinburgh 2010, Presbytery of Lewis, all the regular columnists, news, letters, reviews and crosswords – all for just £1.60.  Online: Follow Life and Work at www.facebook.com/lifeandwork and twitter.com/cofslifeandwork.

ELDERS IN AUGUST
Keith McIntosh*

Robert Watson

Mairead Anderson

Jackie McFarlane

Ella Wright

Stuart McFarlane

Fiona Grant

Douglas Armstrong






