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CHURCH SERVICES
The usual times for Services are:

10.00 am
Family Service & Sunday School

11.15 am
Parish Worship 

Where possible, the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is conducted on the first Sunday of the month, the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month.

MINISTER’S LETTER 
It’s only when you know the truth behind a story that you realise how much nonsense is printed in the newspapers.  Of all the inaccuracies peppering reports of the wedding in Canongate Kirk on Saturday 30th July my clear favourite appeared in The Scotsman on the morning of the big day.  “A large group from the American dress designer Calvin Klein also appeared at the church just before the rehearsal.”  That was news to me and I was there!  Initially mystified, I eventually realised that the reporter must have seen the choir arrive for their own rehearsal on the Friday afternoon wearing the security passes with which all of us involved in the church service had been issued by the police.  Bearing the church’s initials – CK – in large letters, the passes were obvious to the photographers and reporters waiting across the road.  But the significance of the initials was not so obvious even to those standing looking straight at Canongate Kirk – hence “A large group from the American dress designer Calvin Klein also appeared at the church just before the rehearsal.”  As if!
All through the Gospels Jesus constantly urges his followers to look beyond first appearances and not to be confused by labels.  The poor, the possessed, lepers and all other types of outcast – these were not just large groups to be instantly categorised and dismissed without further thought.  Jesus knew the truth behind the reports and reached out in compassion and concern for those who would otherwise expect to be avoided and shunned.  And challenges us to this day to do likewise.  The Church, as the hymn reminds us, is

…. wherever God’s people are seeking

to reach out and touch folk wherever they are -

conveying the Gospel, its joy and its comfort, 

to challenge, refresh, and excite and inspire.
FAMILY SERVICE  Since 15th May the weekly family service at 10am has made an encouraging start at making more provision for children than previously.  They have stories and other activities in the foyer before joining the congregation for the last 10 minutes or so of the service.  Please tell your families and friends that this system is continuing throughout the summer.

OPEN KIRK  With all the recent publicity about the Kirk there has been a significant increase in the number of visitors passing through our doors and now that the Fringe has begun we can expect this to continue..  Please sign up to take a turn welcoming visitors whenever you can.  If you have not done this before but would like to volunteer, please speak to Alastair Bowe.  We have raised over £7,500 for church funds so far this season.
PARISH REGISTER

Baptism
11th July
Louis William Twomey (St Margaret's Chapel)

24th July
Chloe Cross
Then he took the children in his arms…and blessed them. (St Mark 10: 16)

Weddings

16th July
Robert Thornton and Gail Allan
23rd July
Thomas Knowles and Hannah Ewan
30th July
Michael Tindall and Zara Phillips
Those whom God has joined together, let not man divide.
Funerals
14th July
John Stewart, Croft an Righ

22nd July
The Revd. D. Stuart Philip, St Bernard's Crescent
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. (St John 14:27)
COFFEE MORNING  The next social event in the Harry Younger Hall will be the coffee morning on Saturday 1st October in aid of SSAFA.

THE QUEEN’S GALLERY  The Northern Renaissance: Dürer to Holbein.  This fascinating exhibition celebrates the art of the Northern Renaissance, bringing together over 100 paintings, drawings, prints, manuscripts and miniatures by the greatest Northern European artists of the 15th and 16th centuries.  At the Palace of Holyroodhouse until 15th January 2012.
USED STAMPS  There is a box in the vestibule for used stamps for World Mission's appeal to raise funds for Mount Olivet Boys' Home in Jamaica.   Our initial target of 10kg has almost been reached, but please don't stop collecting as this is an on-going appeal.
FRESH START have emailed to say they are particularly looking for the following items for their Starter Packs:

 - glass tumblers
- single duvet covers
- cutlery (mainly table knives and teaspoons) 
- pillows. 
If you are able to donate these or other items (see list on notice board), please hand them in at the church or the office at the Manse.
FORTHCOMING CONCERTS Saturday 6th August 7.30pm Sospiro, Handel's Messiah.  
Sunday 7th August 3.00pm & Sunday 21st 8.00pm Alastair Savage – The Scots Fiddle.  
Wednesday 10th August 7.30pm Ludus Baroque, music by Handel.  Thursday 11th August 7.30pm Ludus Baroque, Bach's B Minor Mass.  
Saturday 13th August 6.00pm Consort of Voices – Bards in Song
Sunday 14th 1.30pm & Wednesday 24th  6pm Tamas Fejes – solo violin.
Sunday 14th 8.00pm Scottish Chamber Choir

Monday 15th & Tuesday 16th 5.00pm St Clement's Wind Ensemble

Thursday 18th & Friday 19th 5.00pm George Wilson – organ.
Saturday 20th 12 noon  David Hamilton – organ.
Friday 26th 7.30pm Whistlebinkies

Saturday 27th 7.30pm Harmony Ensemble.

For more details please see flyers at the back of the church.
OTHER EVENTS
30th July – 16 October 2011 City Art Centre, Market Street – An exhibition entitled "King James Bible, A Celebration, 1611-2011."   For details of other associated lectures, films, music etc. please see poster.

Sunday 28th August 2.00-3.30pm.  'A Most Curious Detour' – a dramatized reading sponsored the The Stroke Association, St John's Church, Princes Street..  See flyers for details.
LIFE AND WORK 
Recharging Your Batteries  Jackie Macadam explores the spiritual benefits of retreat.  Scotland’s Pilgrim Paths  The launch of a new initiative promoting Scotland’s rich religious heritage.  Where Now for Presbyteries?  Following the General Assembly’s rejection of reform proposals, Thomas Baldwin explores the future for Presbyteries.  A Stark Reminder  In his first column, the Rt Rev David Arnott finds personal events poignantly mirrored in his early Moderatorial duties. ‘The Violence of Silence’  Fiona Buchanan reports from the International Ecumenical Peace Convocation in Jamaica, which reflected on the end of the Decade to Overcome Violence.  The Mindful God  In his second meditation on the Psalms, Robin Hill considers the God who made the universe and who looks to us to share in his creation.  Bothwell’s Heart  John R Hume highlights a Lanarkshire church steeped in history.  The Growing Church  The ecumenical Morningside United Church. A Deepening Relationship  Esme Duncan emphasises the importance of worship in forging a deeper link with God.  View from the Pew  Professor Keith Cornwall emphasises the importance of the internet for the church of the future.  Plus all the regular columnists, letters, reviews and crosswords – all for just £1.80.  Life and Work Needs You Please send submissions and suggestions for parish news, Growing Church, View from the Pew and The Big Picture to Life and Work, 121 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 4YN; magazine@lifeandwork.org 
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