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CHURCH SERVICES
The usual times for Services are:

10.00 am
Family Service & Sunday School

11.15 am
Parish Worship
Where possible, the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is conducted on the first Sunday of the month, the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month.

MINISTER’S LETTER

The Cape of Good Hope.  That’s the dramatic landscape where our recent holiday in South Africa began, and the rest of our time certainly saw our good hopes for an enjoyable trip happily fulfilled.  The Cape was first rounded by the Portuguese explorer Bartolomeu Dias in 1488, who named it – for obvious reasons – the Cape of Storms.  It was later renamed by the King of Portugal to reflect the great excitement generated by the opening of a maritime trade route to India and the East.  Indeed our own Adam Smith wrote that the discovery of this passage to the East Indies was one of the “greatest and most important events recorded in the history of mankind”.  In that respect Cape Town reminded me very much of New Testament Corinth, a cosmopolitan and commercial centre strategically situated on an important trade route.  And of how St Paul wanted to fill the Corinthians not just with hope, but with faith and love as well. 

Now that February is upon us we have successfully rounded, as it were, the cape of the new year.  I hope the winter’s storms are past and that whatever good hopes we have for ourselves and for those dear to us will be fulfilled.  6th February marks the Accession and later this year we shall not only be celebrating the Diamond Jubilee but the sixtieth anniversary of the refurbishment of Canongate Kirk which was admired by HM The Queen on 25th June 1952, the very first morning of her first visit to Edinburgh as Sovereign.  But more of that in due course.  In the meantime let us simply look ahead with good hope, and commend to God’s guiding and blessing the journey we take together. 

NOTES FROM KATIE:

It's been a busy and happy Christmas and Epiphany season.  Our Canongate Kirk Kids' Christmas Party was an excited success.  We met in the Harry Younger hall for crafts galore, silly races, lots of tinsel and treats, and then we paraded up to the Kirk together to sing carols and decorate cookies.  The Christmas Day Family Worship Service was lovely.  The Minister gathered all the children to the centre of the chancel, and gave everyone the chance to share and show off their new Christmas gifts - hobby horses to parachute men and lots of laughter! 
January was a quieter month around the Kirk.  During the minister's holiday, Donald Smith, Elspeth McPheat and I shared in leading the worship services.  Many thanks for the help!

PARISH REGISTER

Baptisms

11th December
Charlotte Amatxi Margaret de Castelbajac Anderson

18th December 
Rory Aston Langham

29th January
Hamish Alexander Stewart Fergusson
Weddings
17th December
Stuart Vine and Fiona Urquhart

29th December
Patrick Snowden and Katherine Brooks

31st December
Christopher Lamberton and Michelle Sims

14th January
John & Dorothy Wakefield-Curley (Renewal of Vows)
Those whom God has joined together, let not man divide.

Funerals
16th December
James Sives
Great King Street

Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid (St John 14: 27)
On Friday 27th January, we had our first "young adults'" pub night.  It was great to gather together in casual company at the Tolbooth Tavern and to get to know each other a bit better.  Thanks to all who joined in - and to all who expressed interest but couldn't make it, we'll be meeting up again soon. 
I'm looking forward to: Milk and Honey - a new children's ministry initiative, Lent Event - a whole church family afternoon in March, and Health Week with the Royal Mile Primary School - watch for the March Newsletter for more details.  I also invite you to take a look at our new bulletin boards at the church to see more photos of recent events and notices about upcoming activities. KM

Milk and Honey: Church with Children Saturday 25th February 4-6pm. Milk and Honey is a time of play, crafts, and worship for all children together with their families.  In February, we will be celebrating Valentine's Day with the theme Hearts Aplenty!  Join us at 4pm in the Harry Younger Hall.  We will finish with a family potluck supper.  For more information or to RSVP, contact Katie Munnik at katiemunnik@yahoo.ca.

Lent Event: Sunday 11th March  1pm-3:30pm  An all-ages Lenten afternoon.  Join us after the Parish Worship Service as we prepare for the Easter season ahead.  There will be activities and discussions for the whole church family - children to grannies and everyone in between.  Watch for more information on the new notice boards at church, and please register ahead of time with Katie.

A Lent Book: Lent begins on Wednesday 22nd February.  If you are looking for a book to guide your Lenten devotions, you might consider Leith Fisher's But I Say to You: Exploring the Gospel of Matthew. John Barclay writes in the Forward: "Matthew reveals to us Jesus as teacher and the content of his teaching – the medium and the message. Matthew shows us the way of humble, faithful discipleship in the midst of our bruising and confusing world."  Fisher's book is a refreshing look at this familiar text, and offers practical suggestions for contemplation.  He draws on thinkers from Dietrich Bonhoeffer to Alice Walker as he asks us to look more deeply at Christ's life as seen through Matthew's eyes.  You can use this book for your own personal reading, or join in a group discussion of the text during the Lent Event on Sunday 11th March. Copies are available through the Saint Andrew Press Bookshop at http://standrewpress.com or at several local bookshops.

CHRISTMAS IN SPRINGTIME Advance notice that the Christmas supper postponed due to the stormy weather in December will now be held on Thursday 29th March at 6.30pm. More details to follow.

HOMELESS PROJECT  Throughout the winter we would appreciate donations of non-perishable food, particularly canned food, and toiletries for the Ark project in Holyrood Road.  These can be placed in the basket in the kitchen area.

CONCERT IN FEBRUARY

Saturday 25th at 7.45pm  The Meadows Chamber Orchestra with music by Mozart and Beethoven and a new work entitled Tomnaverie by James Clapperton.  
USED STAMPS   There is a box in the vestibule for all used stamps for World Mission's appeal to raise funds for Mount Olivet Boys' Home in Jamaica.   Please don’t stop collecting as this is an ongoing project.  The total raised so far for the current appeal from all stamps donations is £2,698.
NOTICES
Wednesday 14th February 7pm The One Show on BBC1 at  will be broadcasting an item on Allan Ramsay, part of which was filmed outside Canongate Kirk where Ramsay married his third wife Margaret Lindsay on 1 March 1752.
Stewarding at the General Assembly  Volunteers are required to act as Stewards at the General Assembly (Saturday 19 to Friday 25 May inclusive). Stewards are normally on duty for “shifts” of two to three hours  Names and contact details should be sent to David McColl, 0131 220 1690, Email: mccoll@palmerstonplace.plus.com
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ELDERS IN FEBRUARY
Donald Davidson*

Helen Aitken

Alastair Bowe

Rosemary Bowe

Christina Coltart

Mary Craig

Tom Murray
Bill Reid
Ken Scott

John Smith
Canongate Parish Church 
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