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CHURCH SERVICES
The usual times for Services are:

10.00 am
Family Service & Sunday School

11.15 am
Parish Worship 

Where possible, the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is conducted on the first Sunday of the month, the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month.

MINISTER’S LETTER At the spectacular parade to mark the presentation of six new Colours to the Royal Regiment of Scotland in Holyrood Park on Saturday 2nd July, HM The Queen as Colonel in Chief spoke of one chapter drawing to a close and another opening, but stressed the essential element of continuity from one generation to another.  “The new Colours will represent the beginning of a new chapter in a glorious history of service to our country: a history of great courage and sacrifice from which you can all draw strength and inspiration in the challenges that lie ahead”.  This sense of continuity is reflected in the Regimental Collect, the prayer which I was asked to read during the service to consecrate the Colours:

God of our fathers, whose hand shapes the coastlands and hills of home, fashion likewise our lives.  Guard the Royal Regiment of Scotland; keep us brave in battle, resolute in adversity, loyal to comrade and Crown; that inspired by the faith and cross of Saint Andrew, we might secure lasting peace and eternal rest; through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen.

Recognising our long association with The Royal Scots, the Kirk Session has rightly and readily agreed that their old Colours should be laid up in Canongate Kirk in due course.  But as Regimental Kirk for the Royal Regiment of Scotland we are part of this new chapter too, and look to the future inspired not only by the faith and cross of St Andrew but by that of Jesus himself, who makes all things new and from whom we can all draw strength and inspiration in the challenges that lie ahead. 

SUNDAY 3RD JULY 
It was as always a great pleasure and privilege to welcome HM The Queen and HRH The Duke of Edinburgh to Canongate Kirk on Sunday 3rd July. Sincere thanks are due to everyone who did their bit to ensure the visit was such a success, not least the members of the cleaning hit squads and of the flower team whose considerable efforts combined to ensure the Kirk was looking bright and beautiful on the day! Photographs of the visit will soon be available for members of the congregation to see and buy copies. 

SUNDAY 31ST JULY
We shall once again be the focus of Royal attention – and media interest – at the end of the month. Wedding flowers should still be in place on Sunday 31st July and in anticipation of a larger congregation than usual there will be no celebration of Holy Communion at 11-15am. 
PARISH REGISTER

Baptism
26th June
Oliver James Fensum
Then he took the children in his arms…and blessed them. (St Mark 10: 16)

Weddings

4th June
Mark Lavery and Fiona Mitchell
18th June
William Thomson and Rebecca Northover
Those whom God has joined together, let not man divide.
FAMILY SERVICE  Since 15th May the weekly family service at 10am has made an encouraging start at making more provision for children than previously.  They have stories and other activities in the foyer before joining the congregation for the last 10 minutes or so of the service.  Please tell your families and friends.

HARRY YOUNGER HALL

For three days at the end of June our church hall was turned into an impressive Wardrobe and waiting area in support of the filming of another episode of the 18th century legal drama Garrow’s Law in Bakehouse Close, opposite the Kirk.  A few days later the High Constables and Guard of Honour of Holyroodhouse commandeered the hall for their pre Garden Party lunch, and left looking as if they too might be taking part in an 18th century legal drama!  Soon the hall will undergo its annual transformation into a theatre courtesy of the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama and its usual varied programme as part of the Festival Fringe.  Meanwhile up the road at the Kirk the annual performance of Bach’s B minor Mass will be given by Ludus Baroque on Thursday 11th August at 7pm, with a separate programme of music by Handel for chamber orchestra and choir on offer the evening before, Wednesday 10th August, at 7-30pm.  See further details on a leaflet in church. 

THE QUEEN’S GALLERY  The Northern Renaissance: Dürer to Holbein.  This fascinating new exhibition celebrates the art of the Northern Renaissance, bringing together over 100 paintings, drawings, prints, manuscripts and miniatures by the greatest Northern European artists of the 15th and 16th centuries.  At the Palace of Holyroodhouse until 15th January 2012.
OPEN KIRK  Please sign up to take a turn welcoming visitors whenever you can.  Don't forget Sunday afternoons, when there are often many tourists around.  If you have not done this before but would like to volunteer, please speak to Alastair Bowe or Jenifer Davidson.  We have raised over £5000 for church funds so far this season.
BINGO NIGHT in the Harry Younger Hall on Wednesday 20th July 7.00-9.00pm.  Tickets for the evening priced at £2 can be obtained from Jacky McFarlane or Anne Croft.  Do join us for a fun evening.  
USED STAMPS  There is a box in the vestibule for used stamps for World Mission's appeal to raise funds for Mount Olivet Boys' Home in Jamaica.  
FORTHCOMING CONCERTS Thursday 21st July 7.00pm Harmonious Sounds with Music from Hume's Edinburgh.  Tickets £8/£5.
Saturday 6th August 7.30pm Sospiro perform Handel's Messiah.  Tickets £12/£9.
Sunday 7th August 3.00pm  Alastair Savage – The Scots Fiddle.  Selection of music from 18th century to the present. Tickets £10/£8.

Wednesday 10th August 7.30pm Ludus Baroque present music by Handel.  Tickets £16/£12.
Thursday 11th August 7.30pm Ludus Baroque with the annual performance of Bach's B Minor Mass.  Tickets £16/£12 available from The Queen's Hall.
Saturday 13th August 6.00pm Consort of Voices – Bards in Song.  Tickets £12/£8.
LIFE AND WORK   125 Years of Boys Brigade Camps  Jackie Macadam gets a taste of the modern BB Camps.  Assembly 2011  Nine pages of reports and pictures.  Ministry in the Shadow of the Mafia  Jackie Macadam explores the work of Servizio Cristiano, which operates in Sicily and celebrated its 50th anniversary earlier this year.  The Growing Church  New Wellwynd, Airdrie.  Kelso’s ‘Notable Feature’  John R Hume delights in a Borders church which offers a fascinating study in history and architecture.  View from the Pew  Diane Ashton considers faith in the workplace.  A Mixed Menu  Graham Fender-Allison emphasises the importance of variety in worship.  Looking Forward, Looking Back  In the first of three meditations on some famous psalms, the Rev Dr Robin Hill looks for parallels between Old and New Testaments.  Theology of Fragility  In the third part of the series, the Rev Muriel Pearson examines the ‘fragile church’.  A Month in a Life  Peter Bailey, Chief Executive Officer of CrossReach.  Plus all the regular columnists, letters, reviews and crosswords – all for just £1.80.  Life and Work Needs You View from the Pew is a chance for members of the Church of Scotland to let off steam about anything to do with the Kirk. Please send submissions of about 550 words to magazine@lifeandwork.org - your church will get £100 if yours is used!
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