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CHURCH SERVICES
The usual times for Services are:

10.00 am
Family Service


11.15 am
Parish Worship 
Where possible, the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is conducted on the first Sunday of the month, the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month.
MINISTER’S LETTER
It’s exactly a hundred years since the Titanic was launched from the famous Harland and Wolff shipyard in Belfast. Three years in the building, there were still a number of months to go before her ill-fated maiden voyage from Southampton to New York in April 1912. Tragically over 1500 lives would be lost of course, shortly after her collision with a deadly iceberg in the middle of the night. 

There are those who said the Church of Scotland was on a collision course of its own as it sailed obliviously towards last month’s General Assembly. In this case the iceberg looming ominously was the report of the Special Commission on same sex relationships and the ministry. But the ship was deftly steered around the threatening obstacle by the captain at the helm, the Right Revd David Arnott, Moderator of the General Assembly, and a more positive, inclusive course than might have been expected was painstakingly navigated. There are still turbulent waters ahead, no doubt, but the Church sails on. A number of ministers and members might abandon ship along the way, but it is to be hoped that the great majority will weather the storms together and realise that what unites us is far more significant than whatever divides.

Like the Titanic, the ministry of Jesus was three years in the building. And at one point, as the cross loomed on the horizon, it seemed as if his mission was equally ill-fated. Yet in a titanic struggle of his own Jesus overcame the power of sin and even death to reach in the end his intended destination. And to help us reach ours. Together. 
The highest place that heaven affords

is his, is his by right,

The King of kings, and Lord of lords,

and heaven’s eternal Light.

ARMED FORCES DAY

This year Edinburgh is to be the national focus for a series of events over the weekend of 25-26 June. On Saturday 25th the minister will be participating in a Drumhead Service in Holyrood Park, attended by Their Royal Highnesses The Duke and Duchess of Rothesay. On Sunday 26th our 11-15am service will mark Armed Forces Day and finish early (by 12 noon)  to allow the congregation an opportunity to enjoy a military parade of pipers and drummers making their way down the Royal Mile. There will be no Holy Communion that morning. Later that afternoon the minister will be preaching at the Robin Chapel of the Thistle Foundation in Craigmillar. Choral Evensong begins at 4-30pm and members of the congregation would be welcome to attend. 
PARISH REGISTER

Baptisms

1st May
Amelia Louise Goodacre


Ethan David Clark
Then he took the children in his arms…and blessed them. (St Mark 10: 16)

Weddings

7th May
Alexander, Duke of Hamilton and Sophie Rutherford

14th May
Scott Wilson and Deborah Fink

18th May
Sami Pitkänen and Elina Needham

28th May
Dilal Ranasinghe and Lorraine Muirhead
Those whom God has joined together, let not man divide.
Funerals 

20th May
Rachel Loudon (Service of Thanksgiving)

27th May
Bill Kennedy

Croft-an-Righ
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. (St John 14:27)
GRAVEYARD TOUR The next of our series of talks and social get-togethers will be held on Friday, 17 June at 7.00pm – this time not in the Harry Younger Hall but in the foyer of the kirk.  It will start (weather permitting) with a 30 minute guided tour of the Canongate graveyard with Alasdair Fairbairn, followed by a presentation and discussion with Dr Susan Buckland who is making a study of the scope for an Edinburgh Historic Graveyards Trust (EHGT) to cover Old and New Calton, Greyfriars, St Cuthbert’s and Canongate graveyards.  Such a Trust would aim to raise funds for conservation, development and promotion of the 5 historic graveyards and would be very dependent on harnessing the interest and involvement of the local communities.  Dr Buckland will therefore be very interested to hear your ideas, comments and suggestions about Canongate kirkyard and its place within the Canongate community.  After the presentation, there will be refreshments and opportunities for informal chats.

Please come along and take part in what should be a stimulating and enjoyable evening.  Please also feel free to invite family and/or friends who are not church members but who might be interested in historic churchyards.

FAMILY SERVICE  Since 15th May the weekly family service at 10am has made an encouraging start at making more provision for children than previously.  They have stories and other activities in the foyer before joining the congregation for the last 10 minutes or so of the service.  Please tell your families and friends.

OPEN KIRK  Please sign up to take a turn welcoming visitors whenever you can.  Don't forget Sunday afternoons, when there are often many tourists around.  If you have not done this before but would like to volunteer, please speak to Alastair Bowe or Jenifer Davidson.  We have raised over £2500 for church funds so far this season.
USED STAMPS  There is a box in the vestibule for used stamps for World Mission's appeal to raise funds for Mount Olivet Boys' Home in Jamaica. 

CHARITY CONCERTS

During May several concerts raised funds for worthwhile causes near and far – the Marie Curie Hospice at Fairmilehead, Project Trust and the Japan Earthquake and Tsunami Relief Fund. 
CONCERTS IN JUNE
Saturday 11th 7.30p.m. Calton Consort with a performance of the original 1876 version of  Stabat Mater by Dvorak.
Wednesday 22nd 7.30p.m. Concert by Irena Preda (soprano) to mark the 20th anniversary of Slovenian Independence. 

Wednesday 29th 7.30p.m. Phoenixville Christian Choir – free concert of choral classics, spirituals, folk songs and popular works by well known European and American composers.
For details of all June concerts, please see the flyer at the back of the church.

QUEEN’S GALLERY

New exhibition, Northern Renaissance: Dürer to Holbein, opens Friday 17th June.
LIFE AND WORK 
The Missing Men  As Father’s Day approaches, Thomas Baldwin asks: where are the men in church?  A Model for Change  The legacy of the Poverty Truth Commission.  General Assembly 2011  Two more pages of reports to the Assembly.  The Mapping Minister  Jackie Macadam offers an insight into the life of Timothy Pont, a minister whose legacy included a geographical gift.   ‘Brick by Brick’  The Rev Alan McWilliam shows how lives have been transformed in Uganda by the work of Tearfund.  Theology of Fragility  Ann Morisy explains why the Gospel is alive in Scotland’s poorest communities.  Bible ‘Oddbits’  The Rev Laurence Whitley concludes his series with a look at St John’s description of Mary’s Easter morning encounter with the ‘gardener’.  Creating ‘the People’s Bible’  Emma Galloway calls on all Christians to take part in a project celebrating the 400th anniversary of the King James Bible.  Plus all the regular features, columnists, letters, reviews and crosswords – all for just £1.80.  Life and Work Needs You Please send submissions and suggestions for parish news, Growing Church, View from the Pew and The Big Picture to Life and Work, 121 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 4YN or magazine@lifeandwork.org
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ELDERS IN JUNE
Donald Davidson*

Helen Aitken

Alastair Bowe
Rosemary Bowe

Christina Coltart

Mary Craig

Tom Murray
Bill Reid

Ken Scott

John Smith






