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CHURCH SERVICES
The usual times for Services are:

10.00 am
Family Service


11.15 am
Parish Worship

Where possible, the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is conducted on the first Sunday of the month, the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month.
MINISTER’S LETTER
The latest triumphs of The King’s Speech at the Oscars have completed a remarkable run of success for what is clearly an outstanding film. Yet at its heart is a very simple story of one man’s struggle to overcome adversity. One man who just happens to be the King. As the film unfolds the audience shares his reluctant journey towards making his most significant speech, to a nation at war, and shares too his increasing sense of frustration and dread at the prospect. But in the end, after much uncertainty, all is well. 

At the beginning of Lent we set out on a journey too, and accompany Jesus, the King of Kings, with an increasing sense of frustration and dread at the prospect of what awaits him. In the famous list of the Old Testament’s Book of Ecclesiastes, there is “a time for silence and a time for speech.” And both can be identified in the closing stages of the dramatic journey of Jesus. A time for silence when he stands before his judges, Pilate and Herod, and a time for speech in what are poetically described as the Seven Last Words from the Cross. But in the end, after silence and speech and much uncertainty, all is well. 

I suppose Lent itself could be described as a time for silence, when we are encouraged both to reflect and to realise that this suffering and sacrifice was all for us. And all utterly beyond words. 
O Sabbath rest by Galilee!
O calm of hills above,

Where Jesus knelt to share with thee

The silence of eternity,

Interpreted by love.

With a great sense of anticipation it can be announced that the Kirk Session hopes before long to put the Family back into the Family Service at 10am every Sunday.  Plans are afoot to encourage and incorporate children – first giving them time for their own activities in the foyer before bringing them into church for the latter part of the service. Please tell your friends and relations, and watch this space!

MINISTRIES AND MISSION

We have recently been notified that our contribution to the Ministries and Mission departments of the Church of Scotland is to be £65,030 this year.  86% of this total goes towards the cost of Parish Ministries, including our own, 6% to Mission and Renewal and 8% to support and services for councils and congregations.  Further details can be read in the letter on the noticeboard.
PARISH REGISTER

Baptisms
13th February
Sophia Ewa Ford
Then he took the children in his arms…and blessed them. (St Mark 10: 16)

Weddings
12th February
John Hindle and Ailsa Dunn
Those whom God has joined together, let not man divide.
Funerals
10th February
William Durham


Croft-an-Righ
24 February
Professor J Douglas Mitchell
Dunbar
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. (St John 14:27)

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  The Kirk Session has agreed that our annual meeting to receive the accounts will be held immediately after the 11.15 service on Sunday 20th March.
CONCERTS IN MARCH
Thursday 10th 7.45pm Edinburgh University Renaissance Singers conducted by Noel O’Regan.  Victoria in Context - Music by Tomas Luis de Victoria and his contemporaries to mark the 400th anniversary of his death. Tickets £8 concessions £4.
Saturday 12th 7.30pm Calton Consort conducted by Jason Orringe - the flight of song.  Vocal works by John Bevan Baker, Debussy, Howard Skempton and Szymanowski. Tickets £8 conc. £6.
Sunday 13th 7.30pm Edinburgh University Wind Band Recital Evening. Students from EUWB perform chamber music. Voluntary donation – say £2

Thursday 17th 7.30pm Edinburgh University String Orchestra conducted by Iain McLarty, Spring Concert. Works by Shostakovich, Nielsen and Britten. Tickets £6 concessions £4.
Saturday 19th 8.00pm Edinburgh University Chamber Choir, Spring Concert.  Singing works by Byrd, Monteverdi, Poulenc and conductor Eric von Ibler. Tickets £8 concessions £5.
Sunday 20th 7.30pm Linton Singers conducted by Murray Campbell, 25th Anniversary Concert in aid of Mercy Ships.  Fauré Requiem and a new work by Steve King. Tickets £8

Monday 21st 7.30pm edinburgh youth choir Spring Concert conducted by Wayne Weaver. A mix of pieces from around the world. Tickets £10 concessions £5.
Friday 25th 6.00pm Trio Ecossaise - rush hour concert in aid of the Musicians Benevolent Fund. Jennifer Brown clarinet, Harriet Davidson cello, Claire Haslin piano.  Works by Mozart, Bruch and Nino Rota. Tickets £8 concessions £6, school children £2.
Sunday 27th 4.00 pm Hans Gal Society. Artisan Trio performing music of Beethoven, Schubert and Hans Gal. Tickets £10 concessions £8.
Tickets available on the door for all concerts.
OTHER EVENTS

Wednesday 9th March 4.15pm Professor Carver Yu, President of the China Graduate School of Theology, will deliver the Gunning Lecture "Confronting Market Capitalism – Taking Theology into the Marketplace" in the Martin Hall, New College.
Saturday 12th March 7.30pm  The Edinburgh Highland Reel & Strathspey Society are giving a concert at Blackhall St Columba's in aid of their roof and stonework appeal.  See poster for details.
Friday 25th March  Bethany Big Sleepout 2011.  Spend a night under the stars to help homeless people.  To find out more visit 
www.bethanychristiantrust.com/events.
LIFE AND WORK 
From 121 to Kabul  The Revd Dr Marjory Maclean, former Depute Clerk, became the first Reservist Naval chaplain to be formally mobilised when she was sent firstly to a NATO anti-piracy task force in the Gulf of Aden, then to Afghanistan in the autumn. Marjory shares her reflections on her return.  Did Jesus Really Rise from the Dead?  In the first of a three-part series, the Revd James Martin examines the origin and spread of belief.  The Word Renewed Lynne McNeil looks back to the publication of the New English Version New Testament in March 1961.  Understanding and Reading In the second part of the  Biblefresh series, David Miller looks at the need for Bible training.  The Journey  The Very Revd Dr James Simpson looks at the significance of Ash Wednesday.  A Thoroughly Democratic Organisation The Revd Fiona Mathieson argues for a more positive perception of the church’s administration.  Mars and Mozart   Iain McLarty asks how our worship can engage with the ‘non-churched’.  View from the Pew  Anne Corbett reflects on the ‘missing’ people in church. A Month in a Life  Christian rock band Sons of Thunder. Plus all the usual columnists, and features, letters, reviews and crosswords – all for just £1.80.  Life and Work Needs You Please send submissions and suggestions for parish news, Growing Church, View from the Pew and The Big Picture to Life and Work, 121 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 4YN or magazine@lifeandwork.org 
Online Follow Life and Work at facebook.com/lifeandwork and twitter.com/cofslifeandwork
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