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CHURCH SERVICES
The usual times for Services are:

10.00 am
Family Service


11.15 am
Parish Worship 
Where possible, the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is conducted on the first Sunday of the month, the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month.
MINISTER’S LETTER
Weddings can involve so much time-consuming planning and preparation these days that couples often stand on the doorstep after the service and wonder however they’ll manage without such preoccupation!  The media must be wondering the same thing now that the Royal Wedding too is over.  But what a marvellous and impressive spectacle it was.  And how well we must wish Their Royal Highnesses The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge as they embark on the great adventure that lies before them.  Here in Canongate Kirk we have more weddings than usual this year – over twenty – including, of course, that of HM The Queen’s granddaughter, Zara.  But whatever the publicity surrounding such an event, and we’ve already had more than our fair share, at the heart of every wedding is the intensely private and personal commitment that the bride and groom make to one another. 

I...now take you...to be my wife/husband. In the presence of God and before these witnesses I promise to be a loving, faithful and loyal husband/wife to you, so long as we both shall live. 

These are the traditional vows according to the rites and ceremonies of the Church of Scotland.  We don’t ask either party to obey, suggesting instead that they should start their married life on an equal footing.  By promising to be loving, faithful and loyal to each other. Just as so recently at Easter we celebrated the fulfilment of God’s promises to be loving, faithful and loyal towards us through the life and ministry and death and resurrection of Jesus.  And just as in these weeks that follow it’s for us to show similar love, faith and loyalty to him, in return. 

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;

 lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom: 

 let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,

 for her Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting.
Death hath lost its sting and once again love, faith and loyalty have prevailed. Praise God!

FAMILY SERVICE  Starting on Sunday 15th May the weekly family service at 10am will make more provision for children than previously.  There will be stories and other activities in the foyer before joining the congregation for the last 10 minutes or so of the service.  Please tell your families and friends.

BEETLE DRIVE in the Harry Younger Hall on Wednesday 25th May 7.00-9.00pm.  Tickets for the evening priced at £2 can be obtained from Jacky McFarlane or Anne Croft.  Do join us for a fun evening.  
PARISH REGISTER

Baptisms
3rd April
Alasdair Harry Nisbet


Oliver Charles Nisbet

Logan William James Hutchison

Then he took the children in his arms…and blessed them. (St Mark 10: 16)

Weddings

9th April
James Martin and Joanna Lyall

15th April
David Brown and Anness Black

16th April
Alexander Woods and Nicola Chisholm
Those whom God has joined together, let not man divide.
Funerals
14th April
Lily Connell
15th April
Joan Dolbear
27th April
Rennie Dickson
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. (St John 14:27)
OPEN KIRK  The board for the new season is now in place.  Please sign up to take a turn welcoming visitors whenever you can.  Don't forget Sunday afternoons, when there are often many tourists around.  If you have not done this before but would like to volunteer, please speak to Alastair Bowe or Jenifer Davidson.

USED STAMPS  There is a box in the vestibule for used stamps for World Mission's appeal to raise funds for Mount Olivet Boys' Home in Jamaica. 

CHRISTIAN AID BOOK SALE  The annual book sale takes place in St Andrew's & St George's West Church in George Street on Saturday 14th May 10am-4pm and Monday 16th to Friday 20th May 10am-3.30pm.  For more details and where and when to deliver donations please see flyers.  Christian Aid week itself is from 15th-21st May and envelopes will be available in church for anyone who does not get a door to door collection.

CONCERTS IN MAY
Wednesday 4th at 7.30pm  Students from Stevenson College are giving a classical and folk concert in aid of the Marie Curie Hospice.

Friday 6th at 7.30pm  Cantica Alba with music by Brahms, Bruckner, Britten.

Friday 13th at 7.30pm  Ian Tomlin Academy of Music Showcase Concert.
Thursday 19th at 7.30pm Motoki Hirai will give an charity piano recital in aid of the Japan earthquake and tsunami relief.
Saturday 21st May 6.30pm  Organist Nick Wearne will play some of the repertoire he will later perform at the prestigious Carl Neilsen International Organ Competition in Denmark. Free entry  with donations to the Project Trust
Friday 27th  at 7.30pm   The Bridgewater College Chorale from Virginia, USA
Saturday 28th at 7.00pm The Open Orchestra

Monday 30th at 7.30pm  Westminster College Choir and Wind Ensemble from Pennsylvania, USA.
OTHER EVENTS

Saturday 7th May at 8.00 pm An Evening of Operatic Arias and Songs from the Shows by Brian Bannatyne-Scott, Ian Caley, Ginny Wilson, Jennifer Logan and Angus Tully.  Blackhall St Columba's Church in aid of the roof and stonework appeal.
13th/14th May John Rutter weekend. John will be at Cramond Kirk on Friday evening for "More Confessions of a Composer" and at St Cuthbert's on Saturday for a Come & Sing workshop.  All proceeds to be shared between Christian Aid & Fresh Start.  For more details and booking form visit www.cramondkirk.org.uk or call 0131 336 2036.
Sunday 22nd May  Roll Away the Stone From 1pm-6pm the Church of Scotland will take over a large area of Princes Street Gardens for a time of celebration, inspiration and discovery on General Assembly Sunday.  Entry to this wide ranging event will be completely free and members of local congregations are warmly encouraged to attend.
LIFE AND WORK 
General Assembly 2011  Profile of the Moderator-Designate, the Rev David Arnott.  Reports and Fringe Diary.  Roll Away the Stone.  The new-look Assembly Hall, and the man responsible for it.  The Book That Changed the World  Jackie Macadam talks to the maker of a new film about the creation of the King James Bible.  The Appearance of the Risen Jesus  The Rev James Martin examines the ‘hallucination’ theories surrounding Easter.  The Theology of Fragility  In the first of a new series, the Rev martin Johnstone introduces the issue of a fragile church in a fragile world.  An ‘Island’ Parish  John R Hume uncovers a slice of Scotland’s religious history in Paisley.  The Growing Church  How a church in the rural north-east is planting the seeds of faith.  View from the Pew  Geoff Miller highlights the importance of the Old Testament in deepening understanding of the Bible.  Changing Sides  The Rev Moira McDonald reflects on the differences between a worshipper and a worship leader.  Plus all the regular features, columnists, letters, reviews and crosswords – all for just £1.80.
Life and Work Needs You Please send submissions and suggestions for parish news, Growing Church, View from the Pew and The Big Picture to Life and Work, 121 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 4YN or magazine@lifeandwork.org
Assembly coverage

Life and Work will provide updates from the General Assembly (May 21-27) through facebook.com/lifeandwork and twitter.com/cofslifeandwork
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