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CHURCH SERVICES
The usual times for Services are:

10.00 am
Family Service & Sunday School

11.15 am
Parish Worship 

Where possible, the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is conducted on the first Sunday of the month, the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month.

MINISTER’S LETTER

Members of our church family were shocked and saddened to hear of the death of the Revd Tom Crichton on Monday 12th September, for Tom had been part of that same church family one way or another for a very long time.  It all began in 1964 when under Tom’s leadership the New College Missionary Society established itself in the Canongate, taking over Russell House in the grounds of the Manse as its base. While the first of a long succession of divinity students took up residence in Russell House, Tom himself had a flat in Whitefoord House just down the road and became Assistant Minister to Dr Wright, until he left to take up his own parish of Torphichen in 1965.  Exactly forty years later he was to return to Canongate Kirk for nine months as Locum, prior to my induction in June 2006.  And since then he remained, not only a regular member of the congregation but a good and gracious friend to many of us. 

One of my favourite stories of Tom stems from the day he was driving a vintage Riley and had to swerve narrowly to miss an innocent pedestrian only trying to cross the street.  “Don’t worry”, he reassured his nervous passenger, “we’ll get her on the way back!”  It says as much about his humour as about his driving and history doesn’t recount whether he got her or just missed her again on the way back. But how we’ll miss him. 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES  At its recent meeting the Kirk Session enthusiastically agreed to appoint Katie Munnik as a part-time children and families support worker within our congregation. She will not only focus on children and families but participate regularly in both Sunday services and in other aspects of the church’s ministry. Katie comes highly recommended after a year’s similar involvement at St Columba’s Pont Street, London and we welcome her and her family warmly amongst us. 

FAMILY SERVICE  Children are already better provided for at our 10am service.  They have stories and other activities in the foyer before having the option of joining the congregation for the last 10 minutes or so of the service.  Please tell your families and friends about this important aspect of worship.

HARVEST THANKSGIVING will take place on Sunday 9th October and once again we would appreciate donations of non-perishable food and toiletries for the Ark project.  Donations of flowers, plants and chocolates for members of the congregation who are housebound or in hospital would also be welcome.

PARISH REGISTER

Baptism
18th September
Calum Alexander McDonald

Then he took the children in his arms … and blessed them. (St Mark 10: 16)
Weddings
1st September
Marcus and Jane English (Wedding Blessing)
1st September
Iain Worrall and Lesleigh Hailey

3rd September
Christopher Kerr and Saryah Reid

5th September
Stewart Price and Linda McFarlane (St Margaret's Chapel)

7th September
Douglas Twycross and Catherine Cowan (St Margaret's Chapel)
10th September
Peter Alderdice and Rebecca Zahn
17th September
Steven Currie and Abigail Davey
24th September
Callum Wilson and Alison Metcalfe
Those whom God has joined together, let not man divide.
Funerals
17th September
The Revd Tom Crichton, Carlton Terrace

22nd September
James Dunsire, Croft-an-Righ

30th September
John Sherriff, Sussex (Memorial Service)
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid (St John 14: 27)

BBC RADIO 4 For the information of early risers and insomniacs, the Minister will be giving the Prayer for the Day at 5.43am on 3rd-7th October.

CONFIRMATION  Good news! For the first time in several years we have candidates for confirmation at Canongate Kirk.  This is scheduled to take place during the 11-15am service on Sunday 27th November, the First Sunday of Advent.  The reason for this advance notice is to encourage anyone else who would like to consider confirmation to get in touch with the minister, who will readily arrange a couple of discussion sessions to suit. 
OPEN KIRK  Now that the season has come to a close, grateful thanks are due to all our willing stewards who have welcomed a record number of visitors

this summer.  Another record number is the total money raised - almost £13,500.
CHRISTMAS CARDS  Having exhausted our supply of seasonal paintings, the Kirk Session has approved a new card based on a photograph taken last Christmas. It is hoped that it will be available for purchase from Sunday 9th October at a cost of £3.50 for ten.  The previous cards showing the Canongate at Christmas from the Tom Curr painting are still available.
THE QUEEN’S GALLERY  The Northern Renaissance: Dürer to Holbein.  This fascinating exhibition celebrates the art of the Northern Renaissance, bringing together over 100 paintings, drawings, prints, manuscripts and miniatures by the greatest Northern European artists of the 15th and 16th centuries.  At the Palace of Holyroodhouse until 15th January 2012.
USED STAMPS  There is a box in the vestibule for all used stamps for World Mission's appeal to raise funds for Mount Olivet Boys' Home in Jamaica.   Our initial target of 10kg has almost been reached, but please don't stop collecting as this is an on-going appeal.
OCTOBER CONCERTS
Sunday 2nd 3.00pm Cantoris Choir

Saturday 15th 7.30pm The Quodlibet Chorale.
Thursday 20th 7.45pm Edinburgh University Renaissance Singers

Saturday 22nd 8.00pm The Georgian Concert Society 
Thursday 27th 7.30pm Hochsauerland Kreiss Orchestra.
For more details see posters and flyers.

OTHER EVENTS
30th July – 16th October 2011 City Art Centre, Market Street – An exhibition entitled "King James Bible, A Celebration, 1611-2011."   For details of please see poster.

400 year of the King James Bible  The final talk will take place at 7.00pm tonight 2nd October at Morningside Parish Church.  Augustine 150  To celebrate the 150th birthday of their building, the congregation of Augustine United Church is hosting 3 public lectures, followed by discussion.

 Monday 24th October 7-9pm Speaker Dr George R Wilkes, Wednesday 9th November Dr Alastair McIntosh and Thursday 24th November Professor Charles Munn.  See poster for details.
LIFE AND WORK 
Faith Schools  Dr Harry Reid and the Rev Ewan Aitken discuss whether the Church of Scotland should set up its own schools.  Plus The Big Question: Are faith schools important in the Scotland of today?  An Autumn Passion  Jackie Macadam highlights a new Passion Play which will be staged in Glasgow on October 6.  Heaven and Hell  The inspiration behind a contemporary exhibition celebrating the 400th anniversary of the King James Bible.  Part of the Team  The Moderator explains why people are the Church’s best resource.  The Growing Church  Thomas Baldwin discovers ‘a work in progress’ in Penicuik.  Buddies’ Treasure  John R Hume reflects on the history and legacy of Oakshaw Trinity Church in Paisley.    Bridges Between Testaments  In the first of six studies the Very Rev Gilleasbuig Macmillan asks what it means to be human.  Plus all the regular columnists, letters, reviews and crosswords – all for just £1.80.  Online Follow Life and Work at facebook.com/lifeandwork and twitter.com/cofslifeandwork.
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ELDERS IN OCTOBER
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