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CHURCH SERVICES
The usual times for Services are:

10.00 am
Family Service


11.15 am
Parish Worship
Where possible, the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is conducted on the first Sunday of the month, the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the last Sunday of the month.
MINISTER’S LETTER
Did you hear the one about the best joke at this year’s Edinburgh Fringe? “I’ve just been on a once-in-a-lifetime holiday. I’ll tell you what, never again!” Not sure it would have got my vote.  For sheer economy I prefer “Velcro: what a rip-off!”  Or for sheer silliness “I asked the gym instructor, ‘Can you teach me to do the splits?’  He said ‘How flexible are you?’  I said ‘I can’t make Tuesdays’”. There’s nothing new of course in the art of the “one-liner”.  Take Tommy Cooper for instance: Two cannibals eating a clown.  One says to the other,  “Does this taste funny to you?”  Or Groucho Marx: I have had a perfectly wonderful evening, but this wasn’t it. 

Going even further back in time the Gospels are full of one-liners, intended not so much to amuse the audience as to challenge, comfort or encourage them in equal measure.  “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you”.  “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest”.  “Many are called, but few are chosen”.  Occasionally, Jesus of Nazareth’s one-liners even come in the form of a devastating punchline.  Which member of the audience listening to the parable of the Good Samaritan would not be left looking to their laurels as a result of the blistering conclusion “Go, and do thou likewise”?

Of course Jesus asks his hearers now as then not just to listen admiringly to his words but to act on them.  Like the wise man who built his house on a rock and weathered all the storms, as opposed to the foolish man who built on sand, and “great was the fall of it”.  And that’s no joke!

Ed Dewhirst reviews our new CD by David Hamilton  Earlier this year David Hamilton, distinguished organist at Strathclyde University and tutor at the RSAMD, recorded a CD of J.S. Bach’s organ works on our glorious Frobenius organ.  This was launched at two recitals in the Kirk during the Fringe, which demonstrated David’s particular expertise in performing Bach’s music.  The CD captures the essence of J.S. Bach’s organ works which are so suited to this instrument, a Danish organ with similarities to the North German instruments played by Bach himself.  It includes dramatic works such as the ‘Toccata in C major’ but also emotional and tender works such as the chorale ‘O Mensch, bewein dein Sünde groß’.  An ideal purchase for Bach aficionados or a suitable gift for anyone connected to the Kirk, this CD is available in the Visitors Centre at £10, with all proceeds going to church funds.
PARISH REGISTER
Baptisms
1st August

Sadie Rose Shaw, Charlie Michael Scott and Harrison David Shaw 




in St Margaret's Chapel, Edinburgh Castle
8th August

Eloise Eva Johnston

15th August
Rachael Jadzia Kent
Then he took the children in his arms…and blessed them. (St Mark 10: 16)

Funerals
4th August

Esme Scott, CBE
Clinton Road
17th August
David Gibson

Moredunvale Way
27th August
George Lettis

Dumbiedykes Road
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. (St John 14:27)
FRINGE VENUES 60 & 13  Canongate Kirk (Venue 60) played host to a dozen concerts during the course of this year’s Festival Fringe, offering a wide spectrum of music from traditional Scottish fiddle music to contemporary Chinese compositions, with unaccompanied choral music, wind ensembles and organ recitals in between.  And of course Ludus Baroque’s ever popular annual performance of Bach’s B minor Mass, coupled this year with Handel’s lesser-known Alexander’s Feast.  Audiences varied from a couple of dozen to several hundred, but everyone seemed to leave happy, which is the main thing.  Special thanks are due to Jennifer Brown, our Events Administrator, for holding the fort at this particularly busy time in her diary.  Meanwhile down the road at the Harry Younger Hall (Venue 13), the Royal Welsh Academy of Music and Drama has packed up and left town after a highly successful run of fourteen separate productions, some of them in collaboration with the California Institute of the Arts.  They’ve already booked to return next year!
MEERKATS SIGHTED IN THE CANONGATE   Have you seen the latest TV advert for comparethemarket.com?  The setting for the meerkats in Moscow is actually Bakehouse Close opposite the Kirk!  The film company made a generous contribution to our funds in exchange for parking facilities in the Kirkyard and changing facilities in the church hall. God moves in mysterious ways…

OPEN KIRK will continue throughout September and there are still spaces on the board to be filled so that the church is open as much as possible to visitors, including Sunday afternoons.  Please sign up to help when you can – even if it's just the odd day now and then.   Many thanks to those who have helped Open Kirk to raise over £5000 so far this year.
COIN CANS   Thank you to everyone who contributes to Kirk funds via the coin cans.  If you don't already do so and would like to, please pick up a can from the vestibule and return it to the Treasurer in due course.
HARVEST THANKSGIVING  will take place on Sunday 3rd October and once again we would like donations of non-perishable food and toiletries for the Ark project.  Donations of flowers, plants and chocolates for members of the congregation who are housebound or in hospital would also be welcome.

BETHANY WALK by the coast for Homelessness:  Saturday 11 September 10 Cockenzie- Gullane, East Lothian  Bethany’s sponsored walk this year is East Lothian’s stunning coastline following part of the John Muir Way.  To receive more info call 0131 625 5417, email events@bethanyct.com or www.bethanychristiantrust.com/events.  Sponsor forms and information sheets can be downloaded from the website.

WHAT’S THE REFORMATION DONE FOR US?   A series of talks will take place on 5 Sundays at 7.00pm at Morningside Parish Church, with refreshments from 6.30pm.
12th September The Reformation: From Europe to Scotland - Dr Susan Hardman Moore

19th September The Social Policy of the Scottish Churches - Prof Jay Brown

26th September The Kirk and Scottish Literature -Dr Alison Jack

3rd October Why we should be grateful to Luther, Calvin and Knox - Dr Harry Reid
10th October Singing the Reformation -Revd Douglas Galbraith

OTHER EVENTS

Sunday 5th September  A service for those touched by suicide will be held at 3pm in Augustine United Church on George IV Bridge.  All are welcome.
LIFE AND WORK 

Ten Years of Love   Scottish Love in Action, a charity with its roots firmly in the Church of Scotland, celebrates its first decade.  Buildings and Blessings  Profile of James Wells, Kirk Elder and chief executive of EMMS International.  Communion at Calvin  Jackie Macadam reports from the Uniting General Council of the newly-formed World Communion of Reformed Churches in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  Meaningful Changes  Laurence Wareing describes how congregations are giving their own brand of overseas direct aid.  Suffering and Destruction  Lynne McNeil reports on the response to the flooding in Pakistan.  Stepping Stone to the Future  In the second of our series examining the great characters of the Old Testament, the Rev Martin Allen analyses Isaac.  The Growing Church  Martin’s Memorial Church, Stornoway.  Plus all the regular columnists, news, letters, reviews and crosswords – all for just £1.60. 
Canongate Parish Church

Scottish Registered Charity No. SC015251

ELDERS IN SEPTEMBER
Rie Stevenson* 

Anne Croft

David Croft


Ian Reilly

Mabel Smith

DinahCroy

Graeme Fairbrother

Jo McGregor

Jenifer Davidson







