Sunday 25th September 2011. 14th after Trinity. Canongate Kirk. 

Philippians 2:5
Take to heart among yourselves what you find in Christ Jesus.

As the intimation suggests I’m about to revive albeit temporarily the old Canongate tradition of the Radio Padre. Not only in fact with that imminent and mercifully pre-recorded series of early morning Prayers for the Day on Radio 4 but with a number of New Every Morning recordings for Radio Scotland, their half-hour Sunday morning broadcast which goes out at the slightly more respectable hour of 7-30am. But even then I’m glad to be able to pre-record them prior to their broadcast probably sometime from November onwards. The producers of each series have made rather contrasting demands. Radio 4’s Prayer for the Day is not be confused with Thought for the Day but is to be rooted wherever possible specifically in the week of its broadcast and I’ve been encouraged to include references to current events and anniversaries. Difficult enough even a week ahead of time, though I’ve written scripts that refer among other things to the beginning of October and to the end of the political party conference season. New every Morning on the other hand is to be so general as to be able to be repeated at any other time of year. So no references to anything remotely topical or time specific. Take to heart among yourselves what you find in Christ Jesus. What we find in Christ Jesus, as it happens, is a similar sort of contradiction. On the one hand a human life rooted and grounded in space and time. And on the other a divine dimension which is above all and beyond all such temporal restrictions. 

O Love, how deep, how broad, how high!
Surpassing thought and fantasy

That God, the Son of God, should take

Our mortal form for mortals’ sake.
That ancient hymn is based on a Latin poem on the Incarnation O amor quam ecstaticus attributed to Thomas a Kempis, who is most famous for his book on devotion entitled In Imitation of Christ, but the sentiments are entirely those found in the second chapter of St Paul’s letter to the Philippians. Take to heart among yourselves what you find in Christ Jesus.

Word had reached Paul in prison that the church at Philippi was having problems and even in the midst of his own difficulties he is anxious to encourage them to have the humble attitude of Jesus himself and he sends them his own original equivalent of a thought and prayer for the day. In imitation of him they too should be obedient, remembering how Jesus had taken their mortal form and been obedient even to the point of death, death on a cross. And how having shared their mortality he had found immortality. 

For us he rose from death again,

For us he went on high to reign,

For us he sent his Spirit here

To guide, to strengthen and to cheer.
That’s exactly what Paul too wanted to do, to guide, to strengthen and to cheer the Philippians and all subsequent generations of Christian congregations from a distance. Take to heart among yourselves what you find in Christ Jesus. A life rooted and grounded in space and time and yet raised to the highest heights for ever, for us. And a source new every morning, and not least this Communion Sunday morning, of guidance, strength and cheer. And now may God bless to us this reflection on his most holy word, and to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be all praise and glory now and forever. Amen.  
