Sunday 3rd April 2011. Mothering Sunday. Canongate Kirk.
Colossians 3:12
Put on, then, garments that suit God’s chosen and beloved people...
St Paul’s letter to the Colossians was written to the early Christian congregation in Colossae, a town in Asia Minor east of Ephesus. Their church had not technically been established by Paul during the course of his own extensive missionary journeys, but it was one for which he felt responsible and about which he had recently been concerned to hear alarming rumours of false teaching and mixed messages that had already started to undermine the church’s work. Amongst other things a slavish adherence to petty rules and regulations had begun to resurface, the very kind of thing that Jesus had sought to get people away from. And so Paul wrote his letter to the Colossians to re-establish the basic tenets of their still relatively new-found Christian faith, to take them back to what it was all about, not just what they should think and say but what they should do. “Put on then garments that suit God’s chosen and beloved people”, he urges them. “Compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience. Be tolerant with one another and forgiving…” he continues. These were the very things that Jesus had taught not so many decades before, the things he had advocated and the things he had demonstrated and the Colossians simply must not lose sight of them so soon, whatever the false teachers were suggesting, whatever the mixed messages they were receiving, these were garments that they dare not cast off. Compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, tolerance, forgiveness.  Put on, then, garments that suit God’s chosen and beloved people…

Mothering Sunday has suffered from similarly mixed messages over the years. It has certainly changed its garments, as it were, and looks quite different nowadays to what it once did. At the risk of sounding pedantic every year I try to find a reasonable card that actually refers to Mothering Sunday rather than Mother’s Day and this year I gave up! Its roots of course lie in the Church and historically Mothering Sunday was a day on which Christians would go back to their mother church, the Cathedral perhaps or an Abbey from which their own local congregation had once emerged. Centuries ago there would still be a close bond between the mother church and its offspring, and however the younger congregation had grown and flourished and become really quite independent, Mothering Sunday, the fourth Sunday in Lent, was all about celebrating that bond, and making that connection, taking the younger church back to where it all began. Just as St Paul seeks to do in his letter to the Colossians. Take them back to where it all began. Before all the distortions and disguises. Put on, then, garments that suit God’s chosen and beloved people…compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience. And he concludes Let every word and action, everything you do, be in the name of the Lord Jesus, and give thanks through him to God the Father. Theirs, he reminds them, was a faith not just of word but of action, a faith born of the word made flesh who himself put on garments of compassion and kindness, humility, gentleness and patience, who himself put words into action. Today’s happy combination of Mothering Sunday and baptisms reminds us too. For the prayers that we offer for these little boys baptised into the wider family of the Church – Alasdair and Oliver earlier, and Logan shortly – are much the same as Paul prayed for the young church in Colossae. Let every word and action, everything you do, be in the name of the Lord Jesus, and give thanks through him to God the Father. Put on, then, garments that suit God’s chosen and beloved people… And now may God bless to us this reflection on his most holy word, and to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be all praise and glory now and forever
Amen.

