Sunday 25th July 2010; Eighth after Trinity. Canongate Kirk.
St Luke 11: 9
So I say to you, ask, and you will receive; seek, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened to you.

This coming week I shall find myself following as before but more tentatively than ever in the footsteps of my distinguished predecessor Dr Ronnie Selby Wright, the Radio Padre. For I have been invited to record a week’s worth of Prayers for the Day to be broadcast on BBC Radio 4 starting on Saturday. The bad news is they will be broadcast every morning, except Sunday, at precisely 5-43am. Don’t worry, I won’t be listening either! The good news is that I’m to pre-record them in one sitting. The guide lines are quite clear. I should offer a series of six short reflections leading into an equally short prayer for the day and the whole thing is to last no longer and no less than two minutes exactly. Reference may be made to significant anniversaries or events in the past as well as to topics of current interest, but there must be a careful balance between prayer and reflection and above all within an absolute maximum of two minutes. 
All of which strikes me as a remarkably accurate summary of this morning’s Gospel reading. A careful balance between prayer and reflection, and certainly no more than two minutes long. These days we are inclined to assume that Jesus spoke in chapters and verses but of course nothing could be further than the truth. He spoke in parables and illustrations, referring sometimes to significant anniversaries or events in the past and at other times to topics of current interest. At every turn he would set his message in context, using terms that his hearers would recognise and understand. He would rarely speak, I suspect, for more than a couple of minutes at a time and he would often coin phrases that could be easily remembered. So I say to you, ask, and you will receive; seek, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened to you.

Jesus began this particular broadcast with a prayer. The disciples had asked him to teach them to pray and he taught by example the kernel of what we now know as the Lord’s Prayer. “Father, may your name be hallowed; your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins for we too forgive all who have done us wrong. And do not put us to the test.” And then he followed the short prayer with an equally short reflection, using two simple illustrations – the man looking for loaves of bread in the middle of the night and then the unlikely prospect of a snake for a fish and a scorpion for an egg - representing on the one hand the benefit of persistence and perseverance among friends and on the other the father’s natural and overwhelming instinct to give good things to his children. “How much more, he concludes, will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
Spirit of joy and peace, make all anxieties cease

With knowledge of the Father’s perfect caring.

Then may God’s children know love that won’t let us go

And joy that fills each day, beyond comparing.
So I say to you, ask, and you will receive; seek, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened to you. And now may God bless to us this reflection on his most holy word, and to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be all praise and glory now and forever.                                                                                                                   Amen.
