Sunday 27th February 2011, Second before Lent. Canongate Kirk.
St Matthew 6:34
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 

It’s a multi-purpose sort of text. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. It would suit a sermon on the merits of the Authorised Version, and might yet, because it offers an excellent example of how much better some thoughts come across in the King James Bible. Our more regular version – the Revised English Bible – renders it each day has troubles enough of its own. Which, though sensible enough, is somehow not quite the same as Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. But this is not a sermon about the poetry and drama of the Authorised Version in this its four hundredth anniversary year – we have, after all, all year for that. This is a sermon about The King’s Speech on the very day of the Oscars ceremony in Hollywood. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. If you’ve seen the film, or even if you haven’t, you cannot fail to have heard of it and its great and deserved success, and you will realise that rather than bring troubles enough this day will surely bring yet more accolades. You will appreciate too that St Matthew 6:34 might well have been the motto of King George VI. For almost every day, both before and after his Coronation, he faced the constant challenge of public speaking, which as a result of his stammer he simply dreaded. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. This of course was public speaking not just to people in front of him but to distant audiences scattered around his Kingdom and Empire gathered around their newfangled wireless sets. It is just one such radio broadcast which supplies the focus of the film, his first speech to a nation at war, on 3rd September 1939. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.
The last few Sundays as it happens we have been following in our Gospel readings consecutive extracts from the Gospel according to St Matthew and if ever a part of the New Testament could be described as The King’s Speech, it is those very extracts which are taken from the Sermon on the Mount, between chapters 5 and 7. It is unlikely in fact that they represent one single sermon, one distinct discourse, but rather a distillation of some of the key teaching of Jesus, helpfully brought together by Matthew in this way. What is likely is that they were all spoken by Jesus at some point in his ministry and probably at an early stage, and quite possibly on a hillside overlooking the Sea of Galilee. The Authorised Version certainly suggests as much in its introduction to the Sermon on the Mount at the beginning of the previous chapter: And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him: and he opened his mouth and taught them, saying Blessed are the poor in spirit…and so on. He opened his mouth and taught them confidently and with clarity and conviction. There would be times of course when Jesus would not speak, when he would refuse to speak, not least when confronted by that cruellest of Kings, Herod, as his trials and tribulations unfolded, and like the suffering servant of the prophet Isaiah, he never said a word. But when he did speak, when this Servant King did open his mouth and through speech teach, then every word was made to count. And without stress or strain the message was shared and the Kingdom built. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 
Lord, you always speak in Jesus, always new yet still the same:

Teach us now more of our Saviour, make our lives display his name.

And now may God bless to us this reflection on his most holy word, and to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be all praise and glory now and forever.                 Amen.                                  

